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their colour, viz. Brahman, white; Kshatriya, red; Vaisya,
yellow or turmeric colour; Sudra, black. Sudra is a very
indefinite term, and has been summed up as including a
congeries of castes, in which we find all the varying grades
of social respectability, from industrious artisans and culti-
vators to vagrants and scavengers. The word caste (casta),
meaning race or kind, was introduced by the Portuguese,
and has been universally adopted. The terms high caste
and low caste are familiar to all who have lived in India.
The Brahmans occupy the highest position socially and
intellectually, and are divided into a series of linguistic
groups (Tamil, Telugu, etc.), which are split up into terri-
torial, sectarian, or occupational divisions.  From a religious
point of view, the Brahmans are either Saivites or Vaishna-
vites.    Among the latter, two important divisions are the
Vadagalais (northerners) and Tengalais (southerners).   The
Vaishnavites are followers of the Tamil Brahman Ramanuja,
Madhva Acharya, or Chaitanya.   The Oriya Brahmans,
who follow the creed of Chaitanya, are called Paramarthos.
Many of those who claim Sankara Acharya as their founder
are Saivites.    The birthplace of Sankara has been located
at a village in Travancore, and a garden on the bank of
the Periyar river is pointed out as the spot at which he
consigned his mother's body to the earth.   The priest of
the temple at Gurhwal in North India, which is said to
have been established by Sankara Acharya, must be a
Nambutiri  Brahman.   The Nambutiris form the  socio-
spiritual aristocracy of the west coast, where many are
large landowners.   Every Brahman wears the sacred thread,
with which he is invested during boyhood at the upanaya-
nam ceremony.   At the present day, many Hindus dis-
regard certain ceremonies, in the performance of which
their forefathers were most scrupulous.   But no Brahman,
orthodox or unorthodox, would dare to omit the celebra-
tion of the annual sradh (oblation made in faith) in memory

